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Summary Information
Repository DC Africana Archives Project
Title Elsie Brown Smith Papers
Date 1900-1989
Extent 8.0 Cubic feet
Location note This collection is part of the holdings of the Moorland-Spingarn Research
Center at Howard University, 500 Howard Place, NW, Washington, DC
20059. Please contact them for information on accessing these materials.
Language English
Abstract Elsie Brown Smith was an educator at Dunbar High School for many
years. Her papers include correspondence, writings by Elsie Brown Smith,
M Street High School and Dunbar High School historical materials,
photographs, teaching materials, subject files on school desegregation,
printed material, scrapbookgs, and printed materials on Walter L. Smith,
husband of Elsie.
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Biographical/Historical note
Elsie Brown Smith was born in Washington, D.C. on June 25, 1895. Her parents, Rev. Sterling N. Brown
and Adelaide A. Brown, had five other children. Her brother was Sterling A. Brown, literary scholar
and professor at Howard University. Her sister Helen Brown, who was barely a year younger, was also
a teacher. Elsie Brown Smith attended Dunbar High School (M Street) in D.C., and attended Howard
University for her undergraduate degree. She earned a master’s degree in English from the University
of Vermont. When she returned to D.C. in 1918, Smith began working at Dunbar High School. She
was extremely active and created many programs for the students and faculty members, including the
first National Honor Society chapter for the school in 1924. She also managed the Girls Victory Corps
at Dunbar during WWII. Smith designed curriculum for high school teachers and incorporated extra-
curricular activities into the academic year. She also provided arts and humanities activities in the
classroom. In the 1950s, Smith worked for school integration, both locally and nationally. Smith retired
from Dunbar High School in 1962.
Apart from her teaching career, Smith was also involved in local, regional and national organizations.
Smith worked with the International Relations Club of Greater Washington and was a member of
the American Association of University Women. She was a charter member of the Washington D.C.
Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. Smith married Walter L. Smith, who was the
principal of Dunbar High School.
Scope and Contents note
The Elsie Brown Smith Papers date from 1900-1989 and contain, correspondence, writings by Elsie
Brown Smith, M Street High School and Dunbar High School historical materials, photographs, teaching
materials, subject files on school desegregation, printed material, scrapbookgs, and printed materials on
Walter L. Smith, husband of Elsie.
Arrangement note
This collection is arranged alphabetically by folder title.
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Administrative Information
Publication Information
DC Africana Archives Project
Conditions Governing Access note
This collection is open for research.
Conditions Governing Use note
Some material may be copyrighted or restricted. It is the patron's obligation to determine and satisfy
copyright or other case restrictions when publishing or otherwise distributing materials found in the
collections.
Immediate Source of Acquisition note
Gift of Sumner School Archives, 1990.
Related Materials
Related Archival Materials note
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Collection Inventory
Box Folder
"Abstracts of Required Readings" 1934 8 29
Address Book 1959 4 20
All Papers of Edna's 1912-1933 7 31
American Council on Ed., Urban Svc Corps 1953-1963 4 9
American Friends Service Committee 1952 6 13
Annual Report of the Superintendent of Colored Schools of Washington
and Georgetown 1871-1872 
8 1
Applications for Leave - Dunbar High School 1949-1952 7 15
"Birth of M Street High School" by Robert N. Mattingly 1976 2 9
Book Club Members and Book Lists undated 7 12
Brown, Daisy Program - Funeral 1979 1 1
Brown, Reverend Sterling N. "The Negro's Question Mark," Howard
University Record 1921 
1 4
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Brown, Reverend Sterling N. Invitation from President McKinley 1900 1 6
Brown, Reverend Sterling N. Obituary 1929 1 2
Brown, Sterling Correspondence - Letter to Dr. & Mrs. B.M. Rhetta 1942 1 8
Brown, Sterling N. c.1930s 4 14
Brown, Sterling N. "Ministerial Dearth & the Remedy," Howard
University Record 1920 
1 3
Brown, Sterling N. Howard University School of Theology
Pamphlet 1907-1908 
1 7
Brown, Sterling N. Memorial Lecture Programs 1977 1 5
Brown, Sterling Program, Tribute to S. Brown 1989 1 9
Burlington Savings Bank & Second National Bank books 1927-1946 6 19
Cadets, Competitive Drills, Dunbar c.1943 5 11
Chima, Harjit 1963 4 17
Christmas Cards and Personal Correspondence 1926-1948 7 29
"Christopher's Chronicles Chiefly Being the Adventures of a Puppy" by
Elsie Brown Smith 1938 
2 1
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Class Lists undated 6 7
Col Johnson/Dunbar 1944-1945 5 9
Coleman, Edna Brown c.1930s 4 16
College & University Transcripts 1913-1949 6 25
Colored School Report, DC 1873-1874 8 2
Commencement Programs DC Schools (not Dunbar) c.1930-1939 5 2
"A Comparative Study of Twenty Lines from Two Poems with Respect to
Form and Style" 1947 
7 3
Composition Book - 1/2 Reading + Lecture Notes - College -c.1910s, 1/2
Honor Council Meeting Notes - c. 1920s c. 1915-1927 
4 27
corr, poetry, budget + staff data, notes for history of Dunbar Honors
Society 1940-1955 
3 23
Correspondence - University of Vermont and Dunbar High
School 1918-1954 
7 11
Correspondence and Transcripts 1903-1965 7 30
"And Crown Thy Good: No right or freedom can be justly claimed that is
not justly shared" 1952 
6 17
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DC Teachers Federal Creditu union 1957 5 12
Delta Sigma Theta 40th Celebration 1953 4 15
DHS Corr/Reunions 1971-1975 5 6
Dr. Rhetta, Erovelle Brinkley - clippings, arrest, deaths, notes 1955-1956 3 28
Dunbar 75th Anniversary (1/3) - Preparation: Bios, corr, photos, 1913
Dunbar Valedictory 1913-1948 
5 27
Dunbar 75th Anniversary (2/3) - Program + exhibit notes, photos,
bios 1913-1948 
5 28
Dunbar 75th Anniversary (3/3) - Preparations, Programs,
Exhibits 1913-1948 
5 29
Dunbar Alumni Association 1905-1982 4 18
Dunbar chapter of National Honor Society (History) 1944 3 18
Dunbar Faculty Committee on Integration 1953 6 11
Dunbar Faculty Scholarship Committee (1 of 2) 1950-1960 2 21
Dunbar Faculty Scholarship Committee (2 of 2) 1945-1949 2 22
Dunbar High School - "Let's Talk It Over" 1956 2 30
Elsie Brown Smith Papers  DCAAP.0036
- Page 10 -
Dunbar High School - Integration and 75th Anniversary 1945-1957 2 25
Dunbar High School Award Certificate 1984 7 36
Dunbar High School Class of 1924 and 1926 Reunions 1984 2 2
Dunbar High School Class of 1931 50th Reunion 1981 2 10
Dunbar High School Clippings 1941-1980 1 19
Dunbar High School Financial Reports 1950-1955 2 23
Dunbar High School Miscellaneous Integration 1953-1957 2 29
Dunbar High School Preservation Efforts - Correspondence,
etc. 1974-1978 
1 16
Dunbar High School Programs 1937-1978 1 18
Dunbar High School Publications 1950-1951 1 20
Dunbar High School Publications (1 of 2) 1930-1961 2 16
Dunbar High School Publications (2 of 2) 1930-1961 2 17
Dunbar High School Reunion Programs 1970-1975 1 17
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Dunbar High School Student Integration Discussions 1954 2 24
Dunbar High School Student writings 1949-1950 2 28
Dunbar HS Bulletin of Information 1944 (+1945 Pamphlet) 1944-1945 5 24
Dunbar HS Obits/funeral programs of alumni c.1970s 5 30
Dunbar HS Preservation Efforts 1974-1977 5 16
Dunbar News Reel 1962 8 14
Dunbar Newspaper Clippings 1970s 5 13
Dunbar Reunions 1973 5 10
Dunbar/M St Commencemnt Programs 1913-1945 5 26
Early Documents WLS: High School, Howard, Military Academy, corr,
College notebook, misc pamphlets 1893-1919 
5 4
EBS Award From Dunbar 1986 7 35
EBS Short Stories "The Coral Dress," "Iva Cole," " The Truth about the
Cow and the Moon," "The Trip," "Moving Day," "Paint vs. Love" undated 
3 31
"The Education of Negroes in the District of Columbia" 1947 6 16
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Elsie Brown Smith, Correspondence - Article for former Professor,
Condolence for Walter's Death 1943-1972 
1 11
Essay on Samuel Coleridge-Taylor undated 2 11
Estates of Mary A Smith + Walter L Smith + Misc notes + tax
docs 1939-1944 
3 8
"An Exhibit of Some Publications of Some of the Graduates and a Few of
the Friends of the Dunbar High School" 1945 
2 19
"The Fugue" a short story by EBS 1915 3 26
Greek and Latin Translations from Library of Congress 1934 2 6
Handbook for New Students, Dunbar High School 1958-1959 8 17
"A History of The District of Columbia Education Association" 1961 2 27
History of DC Public Schools c.1928 5 1
"History of the High School for Negroes in Washington" by Mary Church
Terrell 1917 
7 8
Honor Roll Society Secretary's Notes 1927-1935 6 1
Honor Society Induction and Commencement Ceremonies 1921-1956 2 26
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Honor Society: Research, Corr, Programs/Celebrations/Plays 1923-1930 3 20
Howard U/Howard U Academy Ceremonies/Journals/Reports - Mary Edna
Brown/Sterling N Brown 1907-1916 
4 19
Howard University and University of Vermont Summer Course
Catalogs 1934-1954 
6 22
Howard University Bulletin, School of Applied Science 1924-1925 8 11
Howard University Bulletin: General Information 1945 8 18
Howard University Century Club Membership Certificates 1979-1982 2 4
Howard University Copy of Scholarship Record 1917 6 21
Howard University Event Invitations 1902-1965 2 14
Income Taxes 1925-1942 3 7
Income Taxes 1949-1950 3 9
Income Taxes 1940-1942 3 10
Insurance Washingotn National Life Insurance co WLS 1935-1943 4 28
Integration c. 1953 3 15
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Integration - Anti-Defamation brochures + 1952 conference at
NYU 1946-1952 
3 29
"Intergroup Education" 1953 6 15
International Club Records + Receipts 1961-1962 4 21
International Relations Club - Correspondence and Directory 1965 7 16
international relations club - notes + constitution c. 1959 3 25
International Relations Club Clippings & Printed Material 1962-1965 1 26
International Relations Club Correspondence 1963-1975 1 21
International Relations Club of Greater Washington 1962-1963 6 6
International Relations Club of WDC (IRC) papers + corr 1960 4 4
International Visitors Information Service 1963 6 5
Invitations 1934-1938 7 24
IRC "Moments to Remember" undated 5 18
IRC (International Relations Club) 1963-1965 7 34
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IRC Burma undated 4 10
IRC Burma, Japan, India - newspaper clippings, corr 1958 4 11
IRC Celebrations 1962 4 24
IRC Constitution & Proposed Revisions 1964 1 22
IRC Corr + Receipts + Addresses + Clippings + IRC 1958-1964 5 19
IRC Executive Council + Records + Corr + History 1958-1960 4 23
IRC Newsletters (1 of 2) 1952-1967 1 24
IRC Newsletters (2 of 2) 1952-1967 1 25
IRC Papers + Corr 1955-1962 4 2
IRC Papers + Corr + Student writings 1960-1962 4 6
IRC Papers + Corr and IRC Review Pub 1959-1960 4 5
IRC Papers, Newspaper clippings, Peace Corps, Burma 1959-1963 4 1
IRC Programs, Fliers 1963-1966 1 23
IRC Roll 1958-1959 4 29
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Journal of The National Association of College Women 1952 8 20
Language Arts Workshop Course 1950 7 25
"A Lesson in Imitation and Reasons for its Use" undated 7 5
Letter + Article - Bill Gold DC High Schools (Save Dunbar) 1975 5 15
Letter from Herbet D. Brown Chief of the Bureau of Efficiency to Senator
Lawrence C. Phipps 1928 
8 13
Local Newspaper Clippings 1975-1978 7 33
Manual for Teachers, Public Schools District of Columbia 1932 8 10
Marriage Announcements, Delta Sigma Theta c. 1920s 5 3
Mary L Europe Papers on Music/Negro - Dunbar undated 5 25
Member Questionnaires re Dunbar Chapter of National Honor
Society 1944 
3 19
Misc - WLS Portraits, DHS Handbook 1928 c.1928-1984 5 7
Misc Corr + Papers EBS 1953-1974 5 14
Misc Dunbar/Honors Society 1978 5 17
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Misc loose cards and papers 1933-1950 3 22
Misc Personal Corr c. 1920s-1940s 4 25
Misc Personal Corr + Integration/Let's Talk it Over - Dunbar, Mary
Lorraine Europe bio 1927-1955 
4 13
Misc Photos + Poem "changes" c. 1890s-1939 5 5
Misc School and Research Papers 1915-1953 3 32
Misc. Corr + Clippings + Brochures + Programs c. 1959 3 13
Misc. Corr + Greeting Cards 1955-1959 3 12
Misc. Corr, Exams, Essays, and Letters 1912-1959 3 11
Money Receipts 1945-1948 2 15
Mr. Smith Principal of Dunbar High School - Important 1942-1943 7 32
Mrs Smith's Story" - possibly family/oral history possibly fiction - doesn't
mtter: historical "fiction" undated 
3 30
National Education Association/Les Amis/IRC 1953-1956 4 8
New Dunbar, Phyllis Beckwith 1979 5 32
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New York University Panel Discussion on DC Schools Integration (1 of
2) 1953 
6 2
New York University Panel Discussion on DC Schools Integration (2 of
2) 1953 
6 3
News Clipping + World Confederation of Teaching Professionals
brochure 1961 
4 3
News Clippings 1930s-1950s, Photocopies - Blacks + the law c. 1976,
Dunbar corr 1980-1981 c.1930s-1980s 
5 31
Newspaper and Magazine Articles about Sterling 1972-1974 2 13
Newspaper Clippings - School Integration 1953-1959 6 4
Notes + Corr c. 1959 3 14
Obituaries - Howard University Professors 1971-1976 2 5
Office for Emergency Management - War Against Waste Day 1941 7 10
"Of Men and Books!" Scripts 1-15 1940-1941 3 17
"Of Men and Books!" Scripts 16-36 1940-1941 3 16
Omega Phi Phi 1936 7 23
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"Our Constitution Yesterday + Today" + Dunbar News Reel 1934-1951 4 22
Pamphlets on Judaism and Quakerism 1954 6 18
Phi Beta Kappa Initiation 1954-1955 7 7
Photo EBS (?), Dunbar HS Info Handbooks 1925-1927 5 8
Photographs: Mary Church Terrell 1952 6 8
Photographs: Smith Family 1954-1955 7 6
Poetry - From Parties undated 7 22
Poetry + "The White Light" c. 1950 3 24
Ratings (Rating Sheets) - High School (EBS) 1920-1951 3 5
Remedial Reading Plan 1947 3 21
Report - Honor Societies DCPS 1930 4 26
Report of the Board of Education 1913-1914; Report of the Board of
Education 1914-1915 1913-1915 
8 6
Report of the Board of Education 1916-1917, 1920-1921, and
1939-1940 1916-1940 
8 8
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Report of the Board of Education 1918-1919 and 1919-1920 1918-1920 8 7
Report of the Board of Education to the Commissioners of the District of
Columbia, 1904-05 1904-1905 
8 4
Retirement, Life + Health Ins. Information, Employment Documents +
corr 1955-1961 
3 1
Rhetta, B.M. Postcard from William Stuart Nelson 1925 1 10
School - Appointments, Charges et al 1917-1951 3 6
School Club of Washington 1957-1967 6 27
Short Story Course - "An Ounce of Paint and a Pund of Love," English
167C Course, University of Iowa Bulletin, Composition Notebook 1937 
2 36
Short Story Course - Drafts, and letter from Elsie to Walter c. 1930s 2 35
Short Story Course - Long Hand Draft and Corresspondence 1932-1938 2 33
Short Story Course - Patsy Patricia, The Trip 1932-1938 2 34
Short Story Course - Story Papers (newsprint) 1932 2 32
Smith, Elsie B. Notes 1922-1930 1 14
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Smith, Elsie Brown MSRC (Morland-Spingarn Research Center)
Certificate & Letter 1974 
1 15
Smith, Elsie Brown Writings - Brief Biography of William John
Anderson 1975 
1 12
Smith, Walter Biographical Sketch undated 1 27
Smith, Walter Correspondence 1925-1943 1 29
Smith, Walter Course of Study, DC Schools 1892-1904 1 33
Smith, Walter L. - The Need of Preschool Education 1932 1 32
Smith, Walter L. "A High School Generation, 1921-1925" 1925 1 31
Smith, Walter L. "The Truth About the Cow" undated 1 30
Smith, Walter L. Grad School Papers - 1932 1932 1 36
Smith, Walter L. Grad School Papers (1 of 2) undated 1 34
Smith, Walter L. Grad School Papers (2 of 2) undated 1 35
Smith, Walter L. Notes (1 of 3) 1932 1 37
Smith, Walter L. Notes (2 of 3) 1932 1 38
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Smith, Walter L. Notes (3 of 3) 1932 1 39
Smith, Walter L. Physics Notebook 1908 1 40
Smith, Walter L. Program - Funeral 1943 1 28
Smith, Walter L. Reports from Teachers 1936-1937 1 43
Smith, Walter L. Teachers' Reports, 1927 1927 1 41
Smith, Walter L. Teachers' Reports, 1935 1935 1 42
Souvenir Program: The YWCA The Women of Baltimore Built 1943 8 25
Speech - Eugene A Clarke, School Club 1940 (*Eugene A Clark was
president of Miner Teachers College DCPS) 1935-1941 
3 4
Speech at Faculty Meeting - Armstrong History undated 2 20
Statistics of Secondary Schools; Report of the Board of Education
1905-1906 1905-1906 
8 5
"The Star of Hope" - Jessie Davis Johnson, Poetess 1937 8 27
Sterling A Brown "A Century of Negro Portraiture in American
Literature undated 
2 3
Sterling Brown - Lincoln Temple Bulletins (photocopies) 1900-1908 2 7
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Student Autobiographies, "Let's Talk it Over" Meeting 1954 6 12
Student Life, December 1942 1942 8 15
A Study of the Occupational Adjustments of A Selected Group of Colored
High School Graduates 1932 
8 28
Summer School Teaching Position Applications and
Assignments 1948-1954 
7 18
Summer School/Cardozo/Feather/Win c. 1958 4 7
"Teaching of English" LONGHAND Textbook/Lesson plan for HS
English Instr by EBS 1917 
3 27
The Armstrong Chapter of the National Honor Society 1931 7 13
The Armstrong High School Guide Book 1938 8 3
The Catholic University of America Graduate School Course
Catalogs 1946-1947 
6 23
The College Alumnae Club of Washington, DC (1 of 2) 1941-1958 6 9
The College Alumnae Club of Washington, DC (2 of 2) 1941-1958 6 10
The Crimson and Black Handbook, Dunbar High School 1925-1926 8 9
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The Dunbar News Reel 1944-1945 7 17
The Evening Star - May 3rd edition 1943 7 19
The Girls' Victory Corps 1944-1945 2 31
The IRC Review (1 of 2) 1958-1961 8 23
The IRC Review (2 of 2) 1958-1961 8 24
The Journal of the College Alumnae Club of Washington 1932-1950 8 19
The Journal of the Columbian Educational Association 1938-1951 8 16
The New Yorker 1978 8 26
The Right of Every Child: The Story of Washington DC Program of
School Integration 1955 
6 14
The Stylus Magazine: Howard University 1916 8 22
The Twenty-first Annual Meeting of the DC Teachers Federal Credit
Union 1958 
2 18
Transfer Material Spivey-Wilkinson 1943-1944 7 26
Travelers Insurance Inventory of Household Goods & Personal
Effects undated 
7 2
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University of Vermont Commencement Program 1933 6 24
University of Vermont Papers 1931-1935 6 26
University of Vermont Tuition Receipts 1927-1934 6 20
Vassar Alumnae Magazine 1946 8 21
"Wagner's Influence on Opera" undated 2 12
Walter + Elsie Smith Misc. Corr 1929-1943 3 2
Walter L Smith - Hospice notes, funeral arrangements, eulogy/bio c. 1943 4 12
Walter Smith - "Supervised Study as a Means of Reducing
Retardation" 1933 
7 9
Walter Smith - Education Papers 1933 7 4
Walter Smith - Eulogy and Memorial Services 1943 7 20
Walter Smith - Grade Book, Applications for Leave 1914-1941 7 21
Walter Smith - History of Education Notes 1933 7 1
Walter Smith - Paper Submission for Master of Arts Degree 1934 7 14
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Walter Smith Funeral Services 1943 7 27
Walter Smith Tax Documents 1919-1924 3 3
Washington Branch of the American Association of University
Women 1950-1953 
8 12
Wellesley College Commencement Invitation 1979 2 8
Wilkinson, Garnet C. 1926-1940 7 28
WLS Dunbar cufflinks, HU 1902 pin, Omega Psi Theta pin c. 1902 5 20
WLS Funeral Program 1943 5 21
WLS Obit 1943 5 22
WLSmith Portrait/Scurlock + Misc In Memoriam 1943 5 23
Woodlawn Cemetery Calendar Project 1975 6 29
Woodlawn Cemetery Notes 1980 6 28
Writings - One-Act Play; "The Use of Pictures in the Teaching of
Literature"; "Extra-Curricular Activities in Secondary Schools";
"Astronomym Philosophy, Medicine Meet in 'The Torch Bearers' by
Alfred Noyes" 1924-1925 
1 13
